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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2008-28
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: January 8, 2008
Committee(s) of Reference: PHS; TEU
Date of Analysis: January 11, 2008
Type of Action: Ordinance Code Amendment
Bill Summary: This ordinance amends Chapter 366 (Groundwater Resource Management), Ordinance Code, to expand the regulatory authority of the Environmental and Compliance Department and the Environmental Protection  Board over surface waters of the County; amends Section 366.209, Ordinance Code, and including ticketing authority;  creating a new Part 6 to Chapter 366, Ordinance Code, to effectuate the purpose of this ordinance; providing for management and regulation of lawn and specialized turf fertilization including, but not limited to, lawns on residential and commercial properties, yards, City and County properties, and public and private golf courses; providing that the ordinance shall be applicable countywide; providing for education, training and record keeping requirements for commercial landscapers and fertilizer applicators; prohibiting any person for hire from applying fertilizer to any subject property unless such person has successfully completed specified training requirements; providing for guidelines for Florida friendly landscaping; providing for exemptions; providing for fertilizer storage and maintenance requirements and an inspection program; directing transmittal to the Municipal Code Corporation for codification.
Background Information:  The Clean Water Act mandates that the County must comply with the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMLD) regulations for the Lower St. Johns River and its tributaries by reducing the excessive amount of nutrients discharged into the surface water bodies.  The excessive levels of nutrients result in harmful algal blooms that, in turn, directly impact the health, use and enjoyment of the river and its tributaries.  The nutrients discharged into the surface water bodies are commonly found in fertilizers.  This legislation’s objective is to amend the Ordinance Code to provide for the regulation of fertilizer application by public and commercial applicators and to implement an education program that would effectively eliminate the harmful environmental impacts cause by improper fertilizer application.  The legislation establishes best management practices (BMPs) for the storage of commercial fertilizers by requiring retail facilities to regularly inspect storage areas and mandating that the Department of Environmental and Compliance annually inspect storage facilities.

This ordinance applies only to the First Urban District, excluding the Beaches and Baldwin.
Policy Impact: Waterways/Environmental and Compliance Department
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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